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Intended Audience: Adults or young adults with an interest in Arctic history and contemporary
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Author credentials: While earning a degree in Anthropology in the 1970s, Mara Feeney spent her
summers in Canada's Northwest Territories. She later worked for several years as an Eskimo
Housing Officer in small communities around the Hudson Bay. Her graduate thesis in
Community and Regional Planning focused on cultural values and differing perspectives among
Inuit, Indians and Whites in the Northwest Territories as reflected in approaches to land use
planning. Ms. Feeney wrote numerous socioeconomic impact analyses and community outreach
plans before turning her attention to writing fiction. Rankin Inlet is her first novel.

Brief Synopsis: Rankin Inlet is a novel set in an isolated community on the west coast of the
Hudson Bay, in Arctic Canada. The main characters are a British nurse-midwife who has been
posted to the Rankin Inlet Nursing Station and a traditional Inuit hunter and his family, who are
struggling to adjust to modern settlement life. The novel opens in 1970 and ends in 1999, but
through a series of stories and flashbacks, it touches on many of the substantial cultural changes
that the Inuit people have confronted and adapted to throughout the twentieth century. While the
characters grapple with issues of love and loss, identity and belonging, Canada's political map is
changing, resulting in the birth of a new Territory and homeland for the Inuit.
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